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ABSTRACT
Conclusions based on the replies of 22 schools in

Kentucky as to course requirements in the training of secondary
teachers of English are presented. The conclusions are: (1) 17 of the
22 schools require 36 or more semester hours for a major; (2) a

6-hour requirement in Freshman English is almost universal; (3) a

requirement in Introduction to Literature varies from 0 to 6 hours,

with 3 hours being most common; (4) about half of the schools require
one speech course; (5) most schools require 6-12 hours of foreign
language; (6) there is a variation of from 0 to 15 hours required in
additional humanities courses; (7) the requirement in world
literature varies from 0 to 6 hours; (8) two courses In American
literature are the usual requirement, and the same is true of English

literature; (9) five schools require an advanced course in rhetoric
or composition; (10) advanced grammar is usually a 3-hour required
course; (11) ceven schools require a course in history of the
language, and most of the others offer it as an option with either
linguistics or advanced composition; (12) four schools reported a
required course in literary criticism; (13) Shakespeare is the only
specific author course required to a noticable extent; (14) most
schools reported options dealing with author and/or period courses;
(15) four schools required genre courses; (16) only 8 schools
reported a methods course specifically for English majors; (17) one
school required a course in methods of teaching reading; (18) 21

schools required practice teaching. (DB)



1416 U.S. OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EO UC ATION

1.1.4
& WELFARE

OFFICE OF EOUCATION
THIS 00CUMENT HAS BEEN REPROOUCED

EXACTLY AS RECEIVEO FROM THE PERSON OR

ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT POINTS OF

VIEW OR OPINIONS STATEO 00 NOT NECES-

Uri SARILY REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF EOU.

CATION POSITION OR POLICY

Kentucky English Bulletin
Vol. 21, No. 1, Fall 1971.

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
COPYRIGHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED

BY W. E, W000 AND 'I<GNTUC-4cY
_EtoGLA si4 i.t.= 1ti
TO ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS PIRATING
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE U.S. OffICE OF

EDUCATION. FURTHER REIIDUCTION OUTSIDE

THE ERIC SYUEM REOUIR( S '9IISSION OF

THE COPYRIGHT OWNER."

\/)
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON

PREPARATION OF SECONDARY TEACHERS OF ENGLISH

As some of you know, a committee was appointed in 1968 to pick
0 up where a previous study dating back to 1966 had stopped off, The
0
IL)

}."
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original 1968 committee was composed of Kelly Thurman, Chairman,
Coleman Arnold, Mildred Hatcher, and J. Robert Hill. Sometime later
I was appointed to replace Mr. Thurman. After my appointment the
committee had one meeting in wbich we discussed the procedure for
completing the projcct, and I volunteered to proceed with the operation.
I am not sure what the status of the committee is now, but anyway I
am now in position to report our results.

In order to compile up-to-date information on the requirements of
the various schools of Kentucky and the training of secondary teachers
of English, the committee arranged a questionnaire. Because the replies
came in very slowly and in some cases second and third mailings were
required in order to get answers, this report was not ready at the spcified
time two years ago. At that time we had accumulated answers from
twenty-two schools. Realizing that some of the information was becom-
ing out-of-date, we sent another questionnaire last year and got back
replies from about three-fourths of the schools. The committee assumed
that those who did not reply had made no changes in their programs.
However, because the earlier questionnaire had not asked for the number
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of hours required in each part of the curriculum, this final report will
have some schools X's to indicate required items and O's to indicate
optional items. Where numbers occur, these indicate the semester hours
required at that item; when numbers are circled, the indication is that
the hours are available but are options or alternatives.1

During the last year the committee has ceased to function, and I
have determined to carry the work on to completion. The compilation

hereto attached indicates the latest and best information I have been
able to glean from the questionnaires. I am sure there may be a few
errors scattered throughout the reporterrors which I attribute largely
to my misinterpretations of the information given on the questionnaire.
A few people simply sent me their catalogue statements about require-
ments or wrote letters saying, "No changes except so and so." Then

,-der to fit the information to my table, I had to answer the question-
naire the best I could from the information given. I think the information
tabulated hi.re warrants several conclusions about the preparation of

secondary teachers of English in Kentucky.

1. Seventeen of the 22 schools require 36 or more semester hours for

a major. The average is 36.4. Most of those schools requiring less than
36 have rather heavy requirements in related areas, and several schools
indicated that the number of hours listed is minimum and that other
hours are strongly recommended so that in actual practice most majors

have 39 or 42 hours; in fact, one school considers 42 the minimum

although the catalog states 36.
2. A 6-hour requirement in Freshman English is almost universal.

3. A requirement in Introduction tc Literature varies from zero to 6
hours with 3 being the most common number; howe-er, it is almost

impossible to generalize about this requirement. In some schools a
portion of the second course in Freshman English is given to introduction
to literature, though it is not labeled as such. Some schools have the
general survey courses in American, English, or world literature labeled

as introduction to literature, and in some others it appears as a type or
genre course.

4. About half of the schools contacted require one course in speech.

5. Most of them require 6-12 hours of foreign language.

6. On the matter of additional humanities, there is great variation

ranging from 0 to 15 hours. The average requirement here is 4 2/3 hours.
The great diversity in amounts and subjects required obviates any mean-

ingful conclusion.
7. The requirement in world literature varies from 0 to 6 hours. The

1 It is understood that most schools have available courses in just about
all of these items; however circled numbers and O's are not indicated in the
table unless courses were named as part of a specific option,
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most popular number is 3, reported by 5 schools. About half the schools
require one course or offer it as an option.

8. Some requirement in American literature is almost universal, and
two courses (6 hrs.) is the most popular amount.

9. The same is true of English literature; however in some schools
there are five or six period courses instead of the conventional two-
semester survey. In these the usual procedure is to allow the student
to choose 2 or 3 of the period courses.

10. Five schools require an advanced course in rhetoric or composi-
tion. Some of the others offer it as an option with some other course,
for instance, history of the language.

11. The usual situation in advanced grammar is a required course of
3 hours. A few schools offer an option here wi!:h history of the language.
NOTE: One course in some kind of language study is required by the
State Department.

12. Seven schools require a course in history a the language. Most
of the others have such a course offered as an option yith either linguistics
or advanced composition.

13. Four schools reported a required course in literary criticism. 7 am
sure that many of those who reported no requirement considered that an
introduction to literature serves this need. It is also possible that some
schools consider the introduction to literature a literary criticism course.

14. Because of a failure to define upper level and survey courses, the
questionnaire did not bring in any conclusive information about the
amount of upper level work required.

15. Shakespeare is the only specific author course required to any
noticeable extent. Fourteen schools reported one course required in
Shakespeare. Two others offer options involving three authors, and some
of the others offer options involving all author courses.

16. The variety of answers about required period courses is so great
and the possible confusion about what to call the period courses so
general that no conclusions can be reached about requirements in this
arca. Most schools reported some sort of options dealing with period
and/or author courses.

17. Four schools indicated a requirement in types or genre courses.
Very likely the introduction to literature reported by some schools is a
study of types and genres.

18 and 19. Only 8 schools reported a methods course specifically for
English majors. I assume that all others require a general comse in
methods. Three or four schools teach a methods course in the English
department; ten or eleven reported that the education department teaches
the course. Obviously the trend is to move this course into the education
department. Two reported no methods course. Since that would be
illegal in the state of Kentucky, I assume that tbese respondents meant
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that the English department did not require it but that somebody else did.
20. Only one school in the state reported a required course in the

methods of teaching reading. It such course has a legitimate place in
the preparation of secondary teachers, this is our weakest point in
Kentucky schools.

21. All schools except one reported from 6-10 hours in practice
teaching, eight being the usual number. I don't understand the response
of one school that no practict teaching is required. Maybe here, again,
the respondent meant not by the English department.

22. Almost half the schools reporting indicated other specific require-
ments in addition to those asked for in tbe questionnaire. Some of these
are contemporary poetry, some sort of senior seminar, and philosophy.

23, This study indicates that Kentucky schools are generally in line
with recent recommendations, and that considerable improvement has
been made in the last four years.

24. The committee recommends that:
a. any school which does not require 30 sem, hrs. of English (ex-

clusive of related subjects, such as speech, theatre, journalism, and
library science) above whatever Freshman English is required should
immediately consider doing so,

b. any school which does not require or strongly recommend a course
in advanced composition should seriously consider this matter.

c. any school which does not require a course in introduction to
literature or in literary criticism (any course which will provide termin-
ology and techniques for literary analysis and classification) should :In-
mediately plan such a course.

d. all teacher training schools should require a methods course in the
teaching of English, taught by a person trained in English or English
Education. In fact, the English departments of all schools should en-
courage colleges of education to employ one or more persons in English
education to teach English methods and to supervise practice teachers.

e, all English majors should have at least 6 hrs. of training in a second
language.

F. English departments should demand that their majors take at least
one course in speech, the course to be chosen according to individual
needs.

g. English departments should encourage Colleges of Education to
offer and require of all prospective teachers a course in the teaching of
i.eading, the course to be taught by a specialist in that field,

Respectfully submitted by Connnittee on
the Preparation of Secondary Teachers
of English.
Willson E. Wood, Chairman
November, 1970
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